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It has long been known that the striated muscle fibres of which the extraocular muscles are composed differ in many respects from skeletal muscle in general. Their (Huxley, 1962) (Dietert, 1965) . As already emphasised, their physiological properties remain an open question in human muscle.
A third unusual feature was the presence throughout the muscle of a small number of ring fibres. Thege are malformed muscle cells in which peripheral myofibrils spiral around a central bunch of normally orientated fibrils, and are found in normal limb muscle only near myotendinious insertions. They increase in number with age in human extraocular muscle. (Fig. 1-5 (Yellin, 1969 ) are yet to be found in human muscle. 
